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ANGOLA 


Relocation of 20,000 Cuban Troops Proposed 
MB171600 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
17 Aug 87 p7 


[Text] Lisbon — In a new bid to get the rebel-plagued Benguela 
railway operational again, Angola has proposed withdrawing 
some 28,000 Cuban troops stationed south of the 13th parallel 
— below the rail line — to the centre and north of the country. 


A Portuguese special correspondent in Luanda said Angola’s 
“entirely new” proposal was made to Washington after Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos met with Fidel Castro in Havana two weeks 
ago. 


The withdrawal would take two years and, once completed, the 
question of Cuba’s presence in Angola would cease being a part 
of the stalled negotiations over independence for neighbouring 
Namibia. 


The correspondent said Luanda officials were likening Cuban 
forces stationed in the rest of Angola to the French presence in 
Chad or Washington’s detachments at the Kamina airbase in 
neighbouring Zaire. This base is now a major route for U.S. arms 
shipments to UNITA forces. 


U.s. Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs Chester 
Crocker, who described his latest round of talks with Angolan 
officials as “a waste of time,” had previously told Luanda that 
Washington wanted “unequivocal guarantees” all Cuban forces 
would be repatriated and talks with UNITA rebels opened in 
exchange for a deal on Namibian independence. 


People’s Assembly Concludes Second Session 
MB142118 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] The Attorney General’s Office, the Council of Ministers, 
the Ministry of Fisheries, and the Cabinda and Zaire Provincial 
People’s Assemblies will participate in the forthcoming People’s 
Assembly session to report on tneir activities. This was decided 
at the second session of the supreme organ of state power, which 
ended today. 


The session also decided that disciplinary measures will be taken 
against certain public service sectors that do not supply their 
information to the Ministry of Planning on time to enable it to 
draft its report [words indistinct] of the national plan. 


During this second session, the People’s Assembly deputies 
approved the Family Code, the status of foreign ai? workers, the 
composition of the working commissions of the next people’s 
assembly, the resolution on the creation of the Agostinho Neto 
Order, and the granting of vanguard worker and merit awards. 


Several deputies, including Artur Vidal Gomes Kundi de Azabo, 
Manuel Bernardo de Sousa, Evaristo Domingos Kimba, and 
Marques Monakapui Bassovava have ended their terms as dep- 


SOUTHERN AFRICA D1 


uties. Others like Faustino, current minister of agriculture, and 
Carlos Antonio Fernandes, have become new members of the 
country’s supreme organ of state power, as well as of its standing 
commission. Other deputies were elected to fill the existing 
vacancies and some of the candidate deputies became full dep- 
uties. 


Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, president of the republic, who 
is chairman of the People’s Assembly, chaired the meeting which 
began the day before yesterday. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
NUM, Chamber Due To Meet as Strike Enters 10th Day 


Losses Total R90 Million 
MBI161616 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1609 GMT 16 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, aug 16, SAPA — At least R90 million has 
been lost by Anglo American, Gencor [General Mining Union 
Corporation] and JCI [Johannesburg Condolidated Investments] 
in revenue and profits since the country-wide strike by mine- 
workers last Sunday, according to the Labour Monitoring Group 
[LMG]. 


The group said in a statement to SAPA today that the three 
mining houses worst hit by the strike had averaged a loss of R17 
million a working day at the present level of the gold price. 


Worst hit was Anglo American, whose foregone profits 
amounted to just under R60 million to date, while the Gencor 
group lost about 80 per cent of its potential profit for the week 
— an amount of over R16 million. 


“Rand Mines foregone profit cannot be calculated because cost 
figures have not been released by the Harmony mine, the only 
strike-hit mine in the group,’ LMG said. 


“It is also estimated that for the three worst hit groups to meet 
the union’s demand for 30 per cent across-the-board wage 
increases it would cost them approximately R150 million for the 
year 1987-88, over and above the cost of their current offer of 17 
to 23 per cent. The difference between the union’s demand and 
management's offer thus represents nine days of lost profits,” the 
statement said. 


“These calculations take into account only potential revenue lost 
as a result of ore not being brought to the surface during the 
strike. It is assumed that no ore is being brought to the surface 
at strike-hit mines. 


“In addition, the mines will not have made their usual outlay on 
black workers wages and on materials consumed during under- 
ground operations (such as explosives). Using 1985 Chamber of 
Mines data, we estimate that black wages amount to approxi- 
mately 30 per cent of total working costs. 


“At current wage levels (including the increases implemented by 
the chamber on July |, 1987), this represents approximately R30 
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million a week for the 315,000 striking goldminers. (The cost of 
materials consumed at mines on strike amounts to slightly more 
than Ri million a week). 


“This amount has to be deducted from foregone profits to obtain 
the net reduction in cash flow which will result from the strike.” 


The LMG statement said the following additional assumptions 
were used: 


— Revenue calculations were based on a gold price of 
R34,122/kg, the average of the London afternoon fix on Mon- 
day, August 10 and Thursday, August 13. 


— Production and cost figures are based on the Chamber of 
Mines report of working results for the first quarter of 1987. The 
cost of figures were increased by 10 per cent to allow for inflation. 


— The number of days production lost to date were taken to be 
5.5 for all mines, except Harmony (five days), Loraine (3 days) 
and Unisel (four) days. 


— The three worst affected groups together employ 70 per cent 
of the total black workforce on the country’s gold mines. 


Gencor Taking ‘Severe Beating’ 
MB160925 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0900 GMT 16 Aug 87 


[Text] Mines owned by Gencor [General Mining Union Corp- 
oration] are reported to be taking a severe beating in the strike 
which is now into its seventh day. The Labor Monitoring Group 
[LMG] has been assessing the impact of the strike at the affected 
mines. At least 16 Transvaal gold mines, half of which are owned 
by GENCOR, are said by the LMG to be without more than 80 
percent of their workers. Nine Transvaal and Orange Free State 
collieries are said to have been affected by more than 80 percent 
walkout and a number of other mines are listed as operating with 
less than half the normal staff. 


AAC, NUM Meet on Violence 
MB171502 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1455 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 17, SAPA — Negotiations began this 
afternoon between top office bearers of the National Union of 
Mineworkers (NUM) and Anglo American management in an 
attempt to lay down ground rules for the elimination of violence 
in the eight-day-old coal and gold miners st ‘ike. 


Anglo’s team at the talks were headed by the company’s indus- 
trial relations manager Mr Bobby Godsell, Mr Kallie van der 
Kolf — head of Anglo’s Manpower Resources Division, Mr Bob 
Williams — regional manager of Vaal Reefs, Mr Bob Flint from 
Anglo’s coal division, Mr Dan Nkube — assistant industrial 
relations manager and Mr Don Newby, also from Anglo’s Indus- 
trial Relations Division. 
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The NUM team consisted of: Union President Mr James Mot- 
latsi, General Secretaries Mr Cyril Ramaphosa and Mr Marcel 
Golding and the union’s legal advisor Mr Kevin Pillay. 


Both teams delayed the start of talks to allow a large contingent 
of mainly foreign press to photograph and video-tape them. 


No statement were issued before commencements of the talks. 
An Anglo spokesman said he expected the meeting “to go on well 
into the night.” 


Talks Adjourn; Ramaphosa Comments 
MB!71713 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1711 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 17, SAPA — Talks between the 
National Union of Mineworkers and the Anglo American Cor- 
poration adjourned early this evening after three and half hours 
of ‘constructive discussions” and will resume tomorrow, Mr 
Bobby Godsell, Anglo industrial relations manager, said. He said 
Anglo had put forward four proposals in an attempt to minimise 
violence on mines during the current coal and gold miners strike. 
The proposals were made public yesterday by Anglo, the coun- 
try’s biggest gold producer. They are: 


— All hostels should function normally. Hostel canteens, ablu- 
tion facilities and other essential services should operate normally 
under the control of the management personnel normally respon- 
sible for these services; 


— There should be normal access to hostels for workers, man- 
agement and union officials; 


— There should be normal access to shafts and plants with areas 
designated for peaceful picketing, should the union request this; 


— Force or the threat of force should not be used by manage- 
ment, the union or union members to prevent workers from 
striking peacefully or working normally. 


The NUM submitted eight proposals today which Anglo wanted 
time to consider and it was “mutually agreed” talks would 
resume tomorrow, reporters were told. 

After the talks, NUM’s general secretary, Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, 
said it would be “difficult to describe them as positive.”’ He 
outlined the union’s proposals, which he said would eliminate the 
level of violence that has been seen on mines in the past few days. 
He said the NUM had told Anglo its four proposals were not 
sufficient to return the mines back to normal. 

The NUM proposals are: 

— That Anglo agree to "demobilise” security forces; 

— Tine security forces must be removed from the hostels; 

— Tine security must not patrol the mines; 


— Tine security shou!d not visible; 
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— That Anglo should not call the SAP onto mine property under 
any circumstances. 


“The SAP presence caused a lot of provocation to our members 


” 


— Charges against workers arrested during the strike should be 
withdrawn by Anglo; 


— If agreement is reached, a monitoring system with an indepen- 
dent arbitrator should be set up to assess any claims of breach of 
the agreement; and 


— The NUM also suggested that all workers injured in violence 
on the mines, whether inflicted by the mine security or the SAP, 
should be compensated and a fund be set up for this purpose. 


The general secretary believed if workers knew they were to be 
compensated for their injuries, their attitudes towards manage- 
ment would mellow. 


Mr Ramaphosa asked Anglo to open affected mines to the media 
“to allow everybody to see wherethe violence comes from.” 


The company should also withdraw its intention of charging 
striking miners for food and accommodation, and Mr Ramaph- 
osa also called for the immediate release of people allegedly held 
by mine security on company property. 


“Anglo should not act in the same way as the SA authorities ... 
indiscriminately detaining people ... 


“If the company meets all these proposals, we assure violence will 
be eliminated.” 


Mr Ramaphosa said his team was willing to accept Anglo’s 
proposals and would submit every suggestion brought up at 
today’s meeting to the strikers for their opinion. But he said the 
NUM’s acceptance of Anglo’s proposals was “conditional on 
Anglo’s acceptance of the union’s (proposals).” 


He showed reporters a number of expended shotgun shells, 
rubber bullets and peliets of round plastic shot used in the 
violence on the mies, and said the items had been brought to the 
meeting to show Anglo the sort of equipment being used in an 
attempt to “crush the strike.” 


He confirmed talks would resume tomorrow and added that the 
union hoped to reach agreement during the second round of 
discussions. 


Chamber Accuses NUM of ‘Mockery’ 
MB!171036 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1022 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Text] The Chamber of Mines will not re-open wage increase 
negotiations with the National Union of Mineworkers, though it 
was prepared to negotiate on certain working conditions, the 
chamber said today. 
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In a telex tothe union today, the chamber also accused the NUM 
of having “made a mockery” of the negotiating process in order 
to reach a deadlock to place its members in a position to stage a 
legal strike. 


The chamber said in a statement today that it had sent a telex 
today to NUM’s general secretary, Mr Cyril Ramaphosa — in 
response to media reports quoting NUM as saying it would 
accept an offer, made through the media, to negotiate with the 
chamber. 


“According to press reports this morning your union has agreed 
to an invitation from the chamber to re-open negotiations pro- 
vided that no pre-conditions are set,” the text of the chamber 
telex said. 


The chamber said its spokesman had indicated late last week that 
the chamber remained willing to negotiate with the NUM the 
establishment of a provident fund and improvements to the death 
benefit scheme. 


It had made clear in media statements that the chamber was not 
prepared to negotiate further wage increases and this remained 
the chamber’s position. 


“It is the chamber’s view that when the opportunity was there to 
negotiate wage increases, the National Union of Mineworkers 
did not negotiate in good faiti:s and made a mockery of the 
negotiation process which preceded the establishment of the 
conciliation board and also did not negotiate seriously at the two 
conciliation board meetings. 


“Throughout these negotiations the chamber’s negotiating team 
had the strong impression that your union’s negotiators were not 
really interested in arriving at a mutually acceptable settlement 
but were merely going through the motions to reach a formal 
deadlock to place your union in a position to threaten, and 
eventually to stage a lawful strike,” the chamber telex added. 


UDF Supports Strike Action 
MB1 50456 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0005 GMT 15 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 15 SAPA — The United Democratic 
Front today pledged its support for the country’s mineworkers 
who “are locked in an increasingly bitter wage strike” with the 
Chamber of Mines. 


“The UDF and the entire democratic movement stands one 
hundred per cent behind the legitimate demands of the mine- 
workers,” Mr Billy Nair, a national executive member, said in a 
statement to SAPA. 


The five-day-old strike which the UDF termed the “battle 
against apartheid’s oppression and expioitation of South Africa’s 
mineworkers,” has seriously affected the country’s vital gold and 
mining industry. The stoppage, involving over a quarter million 
miners, was called by the National Union of Mineworkers fol- 
lowing deadlock in negotiations for higher pay and better work- 
ing conditions. 
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Mr Nair said his organisation, an alliance of anti-apartheid 
organisations, had sent a telex to the government demanding that 
it desist from intervening in the industrial conflict. It also 
demanded that the government “stop harrasing NUM officials 
and that they immediately release all detained mineworkers.” 


The UDF had also sent telexes to the Chamber of Mines and 
Anglo American Corporation urging them to: 


— “Meet the legitimate demands of the miners and, 


— “To stop attempting to lock workers into the compounds, 
denying the NUM access, and forcing miners to work.” 


Mr Nair said the UDF had also invited mines’ owners to hold 
talks with it since “many of our members and supporters are 
involved” in the wage strike. It urged the Chamber of Mines and 
Anglo American Corporation to meet the NUM “to resolve the 
dispute through negotiation rather than through protracted and 
potentially bloody battle.” 


“We call on all democrats, both in South Africa and internation- 
ally, to isolate the Chamber of Mines from all support, and to 
contribute all available resources, moral, financial and organisa- 
tional, in supporting this battle against apartheid’s oppression 
and exploitation of South Africa’s mineworkers,” said the UDF 
statement. “A living wage for all mineworkers,” it said. The UDF 
has appealed to its members, supporters and affiliates to send 
contributions in the form of money and tinned food to help 
strikers. 


ANC Warns Against Strikebreaking 
MB150849 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0500 GMT 15 Aug 87 


[Text] The ANC has warned mining houses not to attempt to 
crush the [National Union of Mineworkers] strike. Here is How- 
ard Barrell with the details. 


[Barrell] In a strongly worded statement issued in Lusaka, the 
ANC warned mining * suse executives to stop what it called their 
eager collaboratic 1 with the government in attempts to crush the 
strike. It says mine bosses’ actions over the strike will be the basis 
on which they are judged on the broader issue of apartheid. The 
ANC says it expects other trade unions and black political and 
community organizations to mount a variety of actions in support 
of the miners. In the past the ANC has mounted a number of 
bomb attacks against mining houses, usually related to strikes. 
Observers see significance in the ANC’s warning today to mine 
executives, particularly as it is signed by its National Executive 
Committee, its top political organ. 


Attendance Improves at Gencor 
MB171006 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0954 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 17 SAPA — Attendance at a number 
of gold mines in the Gencor group improved significantly since 
last week, a Gencor spokesman claimed today. 
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“At Bracken mine near Evander, where almost the whole 
workforce was on strike last week, more than seventy per cent 
have returned to work today. Others are still arriving for work 
after going home at the weekend,” said the spokesman. 


“At Leslie gold mine, attendance figures rose from about 30 
percent last Monday to over 60 per cent this morning 


“*More than | 000 employees who were on strike returned to work 
at St Helena gold mine today, bringing the total attendance to 
over 60 per cent. 


“The situation at Unisel gold mine, where absenteeism rose to 25 
per cent last Thursday, returned to normal. 


“the attendance at Kinross, Winkelhaak, Grootvlei, Marievale 
and Stilfontein mines is however still poor today,” he said. 


SASOL Denies Organizing Attack; 1 Miner Dead 
MB171250 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1237 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 17, SAPA — SASOL [South African 
Coal Oil, and Gas Corporation] today denied organising an 
attack yesterday on workers at its Secunda mine that left one 
worker dead and two injured, one seriously. 


A massive |5,000-strong strike — over paid holidays — planned 
to start at Secunda today was suspended as a result of the attack 
on its members, the Chemical Workers Industrial Union [CWIU] 
said earlier today. 


SASOL said in a statement it feared that the CWIU had made 
statements to the press accusing SASOL of having “organised or 
condoned the organisation of vigilante teams to break up the 
strike called by the union for Monday 17 August 1987 at 
SASOL’s plants and mines at Secunda.” 


In a telex to the union today, SASOL said there was no truth in 
the allegation and that it was “defamatory of SASOL’s directors 
and general managers.” “If any such allegation is contained in 
any press statement issued by your union, action will be taken to 
recover damages for defamation,” SASOL said. 


The CWIU earlier today issued a statement that workers in a 
hostel at the Brandspruit colliery were attacked by a group of 
iron-bar wielding workers and vigilantes, who had been brought 
in by SASOL to break the strike. 


20,000 Postal Workers Vow To Continue Strike 
MB142052 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1856 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 14 SAPA — The 20,000 members of 
the Post and Telecommunications Workers Association 
[POTWA] who are on a country-wide strike will continue their 
stayaway “indefinitely until management resolved the crisis,” 
Mr Vusi Khumalo, president of POTWA, said in Johannesburg 
today. 
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Addressing a press conference, he and several members of POT- 
WA's National Executive Committee said so far striking mem- 
bers had maintained “a very disciplined front” to police action 
which had resulted in recent meetings by members being broken 
up by security forces. 


He said that as members were leaving the Regina Mundi in 
Soweto after a meeting yesterday police vans had surrounded 
them and a number was detained. Similar action was taken by 
police at a meeting in Natalspruit this morning. 


“Workers are learning how to defend themselves and are going 
to formulate a proper strategy to deal with the situation in future. 
By the weekend we will — police action or not — we will take 
the issue to the workers,” Mr Khumalo said. 


“Everything depends on management to negotiate in good faith, 
but as long as they adopt an ostrich-like mentality the strike will 
go on indefinitely.” 


He said POTWA demanded “total parity”. It wanted equal pay 
for equal work, and for the post office to stop dismissing workers 
without legitimate grounds. 


“We can see a close work.ng relationship between the post office 
and the security forces, with management using intimidating 
tactics by issuing ultimatums to get members to return to work. 
In the eastern Cape 160 workers were issued with these null and 
void ultimatums. We have also seen members surrounded and 
assaulted by the police and know of many who have been 
detained. 


“We are engaged in a fight with the post office for a living wage, 
for equal pay for equal work, and to be respected as people instead 
of being trampled on. We call it parity. Instead we have seen mass 
arrests of workers for trespassing on their work premises and 
having to be bailed out for between RSO to R150 each,” Mr 
Khumalo said. 


Police Intervene in Natal 
MB141130 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1129 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Durban, Aug 14, SAPA — Several hundred striking postal 
workers were removed by police in Pietermaritzburg and at least 
four post offices in Durban were closed as the nation-wide postal 
disruptions continued today. 


About 800 postal workers in these two areas are currently on 
strike. 


The strike — which has been simmering since last month when 
a two-day work stoppage was called — is in sympathy with 
colleagues in the eastern Cape, who have downe:’ tools demand- 
ing the reinstatement of workers who they claim were unfairly 
dismissed. 


In Pietermaritzburg, police were summoned after 400 workers 
went on strike outside the main post office in Longmarket Street. 
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The post office was closed, and police with dogs circled the 
workers while the area was cordoned off. 


The strikers, all from the technical department, were changing 
and stomping their feet while being loaded into police vans. 


It is not known if charges have been laid. 


In Durban, about 400 workers from the engineering section are 
also on strike, and post offices in Kwamashu, Inanda, Umlazi 
and Lamontville were closed today due to unavailability of staff. 


According to the post office liaison officer Mr Tom Calitz these 
were the only areas affected in Natal. 


He said this represented a small percentage of about 5,600 
workers in Natal, and normal services would not be affected. 


Switzerland Reveals Partially Funding Dakar Meeting 
MB150943 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0900 GMT 15 Aug 87 


[Text] The Swiss Government says it partly funded the meeting 
in Dakar, Senegal, last month when a group of South Africans 
held talks with the ANC. A government spokesman said in Bern 
that 46,000 Rand had been contributed towards the cost of the 
meeting. 


President Botha Continues Parliamentary Briefings 


Promises National Council Bill 
MB131819 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1754 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly August 13 SAPA — The government 
would proceed with the national council bill in amended form and 
would finalise it during the current session of Parliament if 
possible, the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, said today. 


Speaking in his vote of the budget, he said he believed the 
national council bill represented a balanced step which made 
discussions between the leaders of all communities in South 
Africa possible. 


He said the bill was published in May this year as a basis for 
negotiation with black leaders. “Since then discussions have been 
held over a wide spectrum and reaction in writing has been 
received from a large number of people and institutions.” He said 
that in the negotiation process, the government had found consid- 
erable unanimity on the principle that a negotiating forum such 
as the national council should be instituted. In addition, several 
proposals of merit concerning the details of the bill had been 
received. 


“On the basis of this feedback the government has decided to 
proceed with the bill in amended form, and if possible, to finalise 
it during the current session. 
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“As will become apparent when the bill is tabled, the main 
amendment involves the provision being made for black commu- 
nities outside the self-governing territories to elect their repre- 
sentatives as well. Black leaders felt strongly, without exception, 
that black representatives, like other members of the council, 
should have an elected base and the government wishes to comply 
with this. 


“I believe that the bill as a negotiated bill now creates an 
instrument appropriate in every respect for negotiations among 
all South African communities on the constitutional future of the 
our country.” 


Mr Botha said the time had come for South African leaders to 
meet their responsibi’ ities towards their common future and to 
discuss it with one another. He said he believed that the national 
council bill represented a balanced step which made such discus- 
sions possible. 


Accepts ‘Some’ Extra-Parliamentary Groups 
MB142002 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] The state president, Mr P.W. Botha, says that the govern- 
ment recognizes that there are acceptable extraparliamentary 
movements in South Africa, but is against those wanting to 
overthrow the government outside the parliamentary structure. 


Speaking in the House of Assembly during the debate on his 
budget vote, Mr Botha said that the government was prepared to 
negotiate with the ANC provided they stopped being lackeys of 
the SACP, ‘vhich acted on the instructions of a foreign country. 
He said they should return to South Africa and foreswear 
violence so that they could negotiate in the political process 
determining the future. 


uf blank,1 Referring to criticism by the PFP of the government's 
joint security measures, Mr Botha said that the system was being 
used to coordinate action and so counter the revolutionary 
onslaught against the country. 


Responds to PFP MP on  mergency 
MB141609 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1345 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly August 14 SAPA — By expecting the 
state of emergency to be in force for sor.e time, Mrs Hele: 
Suzman (PFP Houghton) admitted that nose who sought the 
destruction of South Africa would not ‘e letting up, the state 
president, Mr P.W. Botha, said today. 'ie was replying to debate 
on his budget vote and referred to Mr: Suzman’s remark that she 
expected, unfortunately, that the state of emergency would 
remain in effect for some time. 


This clearly indicated she expected those who sought the destruc- 
tion of the South African state to continue their efforts for some 
time to come, Mr Botha said. No other inference could be drawn 
from her remark than such an admission. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


“She must stop moving on the brink of constitutional government 
and interceding for those for whom she knows she should not 
atercede.” 


Endorses Continued White Presence 
MB!71613 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1604 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly August 17 SAPA — Never in the 
history of this country had so few people done so much for so 
many without acknowledgement by the | .ternational commu- 
nity, the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, said today. 


He also said during discussion of his budget vote that the 
continued existence of whites in South Africa should not be 
further endangered by the West. 


“I am convinced that all people, white, black and brown, seek 
peace. The largest proportion of people in South Africa don’t 
want to see communism in Scuth Africa. They believe in the 
system of private ownership and initiative and orderly develop- 
ment.” 


Mr Botha said he saw evidence of this when he went to places 
such as Port Elizabeth, Lekoa and Moria. “Wherever I go there 
is a spirit of goodwill.” 


What white South Africans had said in the last election was that 
they ‘ere not hesitating. They were prepared to reform. but they 
were not prepared to abdicate. Their continued existence here 
was in the interests of black, coloured and Indian South Africans. 
It was they who had built up this country. No one should stand 
in the path of their efforts to solve its problems. 


Encourages Private Initiative 
MB1!171517 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1508 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly August 17 SAPA — The government 
was doing its bit to ensure South Africa was prepared to meet the 
year 2000, as Mr Harry Schwarz (PFP Yeoville) had asked, but 
it could not do so alone without the private sector, the state 
president, Mr P.W. Botha, said today. 


Replying to debate on his budget vote, he said preparing for the 
year 2000 was a great challenge but that the government was 
making its contribution through education and training and 
provisicn of housing, and decentralisation, among others. Meet- 
ing the challenge, however, also depended on the »rivate sectors 
role in creating employment opportunities, promoting regiona! 
development and encouraging the informal sector of the econ- 
omy. In spite of all the efforts of the government and the private 
sector, a successful entrance to the next century depended on the 
willingness of the populations concerned to use the opportunities 
being opened up for them. 
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Promises Action on ‘Alternative’ Press 
MB171929 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1613 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly August 17 SAPA — The matter of 
so-called alternative newspapers and news agencies would have 
to be investigated and dealt with, the state president, Mr P.W. 
Botha, said today. 


He also said in debate on his budge vote that despite earlier 
warnings sections of the newspaper industry had continued as if 
they were out to urge the spirit of revolution along. Through their 
actions a large part of the press had brought South Alrican into 
disrepute. He was being called names in the press, he said, 
although he had from the very beginning of his premie-ship tried 
to do his share. There had been no shortage of goodwill on the 
part of the government. 


He believed the press was a vital bearer of accurate information 
not cnly from the authority and other public institutions to the 
people, but also from the people to the authorities and the 
community leaders. 


Forms Embassy Investigating Committee 
MB'71511 Umtata Capital Radio in English 


1400 GMT !7 Aug 87 


[Text] President Botha has announced that a select committee is 
to investigate the activities of the staff of foreign embassies. As 
Patrick Cull reports form parliament, the government is keen to 
scrutir.ize the link between the staff members and extraparlia- 
mentary opposition groups. 


[Cull] The state president, Mr P.W. Botha, announced this 
afternoon that staff of embassies who acted off limits will be 
investigated, along with activities in funding of extraparlia- 
mentary groups. Responding to he MP for Berea, Mr Ray Swart, 
the state president said he would not name the embassies at this 
stage; they knew who they were. 


Mr Swart had earlier warned that generalizations such as those 
made by Mr Botha last week could be harmful to international 
relations. 


The state president said the activities of certain staff members 
at embassies will also be taken up with the governments who are 
involved. Last week Mr Botha threatened that action such as 
restricting the movement of em/assy staff will be considered if 
staff of certain embassies continue to meddle in South Africa's 
internal affairs. 


Awaits Constitutional Reforms Report 
MB171648 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1606 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly August 17 SAPA — The SA Law 
Commission expected to complete its first report on constitu- 
tional measures to protect and balancy, individual and minority 
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group rights early next year, the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, 
said today. 


Speaking during debate on his budget vote, he said he was 
informed that he Law Commission had already devoted a lot of 
time, thought and energy to its project and that a report could be 
expected “probably in the first half of next year.” 


The society was investigating ways of creating harmony and 
equilibrium between individual human rights, the cultural, reli- 
gious and language rights of all minorities, and the political rights 
of all minorities and to find a system of checks and balances 
between all competing interests in the country, possibly in a 
constitution, Mr Botha said. “The SA Law Society is an indepen- 
dent body with a proven track recerd of credibility and objectiv- 
ity,” he said. “It is the government’s wish that the SA Law 
Society should proceed with its very important task and to seek, 
where necessary, the advice and assistance of internationa! con- 
stitutional and other experts so as to present Parliament with the 
widest possible range of options and alternatives and to afford 
Parliament the benefit of its judici us recommendations.” 


Defends Protection of Minorities 
Mb'71659 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1631 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly August 17 SAPA — The so-called 
melting pot in a non-racial society was a myth and the existance 
of minority groups simply had to be recognised, the state presi- 
dent, Mr P.W. Botha, said today. He said there were numerous 
examples of minority groups and their rights being proiected in 
countries ranging from the United States, the United Kingdom 
and Australia to Spain and West Germany. These examples 
made it clear that both the principle and practice of the recogni- 
tion of minority groups was accepted internationally as normal 
in multi-cultural states, President Botha said. “In this regard 
South Africa is clearly on the right road,” he said. 


Since World War II the emphasis had shifted largely from 
minority and group rights to the sphere of individual rights. This 
shift was based on the premise that the protection of individual 
rights would eliminate separate groups withir. a state. “Events in 
many countrics of the world have shown over the past four 
decades that these viewpoints are based on misconceptions.” 


Throughout the world minority rights began to disappear, not 
only because their rights were not sufficiently protected, but also 
because dwindling democracy affecied the protection of individ- 
ual rights. “They simply switched over to dictatorships,” he said. 


“It is also true that concerted efforts are being made to create 
the impression that the concept of protecting minority rights is 
not a very popular one today.” Concerted efforts were being 
made to establish the myth that the concepts of the “melting 
port” or the “non-racial society” were far more popular. “But 
this view does not take account of realty. Given the group 
character of multi-cultural Souti) Africa, we cannot afford to 
pursue illusions.” 
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What then was the melting pot in a non-racial society but a 
myth? “Parliament can decide today thal we are now a non- 
racial society but tomorrow we will still have to face the same 
reality of today,” Mr Botha said. “Minority groups exist in states, 
and have to be recognised and protected as such.” Minority 
groups exist wherever a group was distinguishable from other 
groups in the state on the basis of one or more factors such as 
physical attributes, language, culture, origin, religion and nation- 
ality. People who were of the opinion that the term minority 
group was a term of inferiority, were mistaken. 


In South Africa not a single minority group constituted more 
than ha!f the population. The problem was easier to deal with ia 
countnes with really small minorities, such as the Indians in the 
U.S. There, the existence of a “black caucus” was a rejection of 
the myth of a non-racial society. 


The question which remained and which challenged South Africa 
and its leaders was: How should the constitutional system be 
arranged to accommodate the recognition, self-determination 
and protection of groups” 


Mr Botha suggested that the unanimity reached between parties 
in signing assent to crucial clauses of the Schiebusch Commis- 
sion’s report on constitutional! alternatives, should be used as the 
foundation. Consensus had been reached that: 


— The Westminster system did not provide the answer: 

— Minorities had to be protected; 

— Domination by any group over another be rejected; and 
South Africans themselves must find their own solutions. 


“We must continue in the spirit of the Schiebusc ) Commission 
in spite of our political differences,” Mr Botha said. It was 
government policy to protect those minorities wishing to be 
protected on a non-racia! basis. A universally recognised minor- 
ity right was self-determination and the government would 
respect the right of minorities to establish, on a voluntary basis, 
self-governing or independent states. 


“The real challenge today in South Africa is to find a harmony 
and equilibrium between individual human rights, the cultural, 
religicus and language rights of all minorities, and the political 
rights tor all minority groups and to find a system of checks and 
balances between all competing interests, possibly in a constitu- 
tion.” These were the very questions the SA Law Commission 
was asked to investigate and he had been informed that a report 
could be expected probably in the first half of next year. 


ECC ‘Smear’ Posiers Appear in Cape Town 
MB!31049 Johannesburg SAP A in English 
1044 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] Cape Town, Aug 13, SAPA — Dozens of posters discred- 
iting the End Conscription Campaign [ECC] have been put up in 
the centre of Cape Town and in some suburbs. 
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Headed “Out of Step” in red, they were tied to traffic light poles 
along main roads and at busy intersections. 


One poster claimed an ECC executive committee member had 
been exposed as a police informer. Another suggested the ECC 
held talks with the Irish Republican Army. 

This said: “ECC Talks with Irish Guerillas Refreshing.” 

ECC press officer Miss Tracy Clayton said the posters were part 
of an orchestrated attempt countrywide to discredit the ECC. 
The organisation viewed it in a very serious light. 


She said “smear” posters had been put up before. 


“The ECC has two questions about the smear attacks: Whoare 
the people printing them and putting them up and why have the 
police made no headway in finding them” 


“In spite of several complaints ‘aid with the police, as well as 
evidence about the perpetrators, the attacks continue. 


“But they do not deter the ECC from continuing its campaign to 
broaden the mghts of conscripts.” 


Early today the posters were being removed. 


Deputy Defense Minister: ECC ‘Dangerous’ 
MB141644 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1436 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Delegates August 14 SAPA — The End Con- 
scription Campaign [ECC] was dangerous for South Africa and 
its members lacked the moral fibre to defend the country against 
Russia and its communist surrogate., the deputy minister of 
defence, Mr Wynand Breytenbach, said today. 


Replying to the second reading debate on the defence 
amendment bill, he said peopie who refused to do military service 
were imprisoned because they refused to render the service 
required by the country. Whether they were motivated by cow- 
ardice or pacifism, the heart of the matter was that South Africa 
had to deal with a fully-orchestrated plan hatched by the SA 
Communist Party. 


“I deplore the fact that the ECC has tried to equate apartheid 
with the defence of the country,” he said. 


In many cases paid political activists mislead members of the 
ECC into believing that there would be a peaceful society under 
the African National Congress and that to achieve this society it 
was necessary to break down the country’s military strength. 
In simple terms, the people who refused to do military service 
were committing a crime by refusing to comply with the law. 


“We think the ECC is dangerous for South Africa.” “These are 
people who plead excuses but lack the moral fibre to defend the 


country against Russia and its surrogates.” 
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He said members should keep the SADF =bove party politics. 
“The SADF is here for the service of all -ople irrespective of 
colour, creed or religion,” he said. 


Responding to points raised by Mr Pat Poovalingam (PRP Res- 
ervoir Hills), Mr Breytenbach said people who refused to serve 
in the SADF on strict religious grounds could serve in other areas. 
“But why should some people bear the brunt of the service while 
others just walk the streets?” he asked. 


The dill was approved by the house after the PRP and Solidarity 
had called a division and asked for their votes to be recorded 


against it. 


Press Comments on Curresi Issues, Problems 
15 Aug Press Review 
MBi6041! (Editarnal Report} 


STAR: Fartiament Retains Power 

“He has the power, but the political glory continues to escape 
President Botha,” muses John Patten in “The i xdependent” on 
page 19 of Johannesburg The Siar in English on 15 August. 
“Th. week, after long weeks in the shadows, he has moved centre 
stage again. Whether final impressions...add to his strong man 
image or pep up his somewhat tired reputation as a reformist, the 
system he runs remains strongly questioned.” “The government 
— both the Cabinet and the National Security Council where 
some of the toughest decisions are being taken — owes its 
authority to the majority mustered in Parliament. When they no 
longer enjoy confidence through a majority...then they will fail 
from power.” “Parliament remains the seat of ultimate power 
and therefore relevant, but President Botha must come to grips 
with the way Parliament 1s failing the people through the imbal- 
ances and distortions it perpetuates. It is at present neither an 
efficient machine nor one capabie in its present form of achieving 
a just dea! for all.” 


Justice Must Begin Now 

“A question which bothers some people as the country careens 
helter-skelter to an uncertain future is what society in Africa will 
be like without apartheid?” says Barney Mthombotha in “All 
Things Considered” on page ||. “Or worse still, are we going to 
survive the transition, which is sure to come?” “The only way to 
preserve peace is to see to it that justice and fair play prevail now, 
so that when the tables are turned, there will at least be a 
tradition to follow.” “The new regime, to enforce its will and 
consolidate its power, may even turn out to de more brutal. But 
the decision is ours.” 


WEEKLY MAIL: Sanctions Pressure Misdirected 
In the wake of Standard Chartered’s decision to withdraw from 
South Africa, “it is hardly original to point out that pressure on 
foreign firms to pull out is growing,” remarks Steven Friedmann 
in “Worm’s Eye View” on page |! of Johannesburg The Weekly 
Mail in English for 14-20 August. “Far less clear is the effect 
which sanctions in genera! and disinvestment in particular are 
likely to have on change.” “A sanctions campaign to back 
demands for limited changes...might succeed, but sanctions will 
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not prompt the government to yield power voluntarily.” “This, of 
course, does not mean that toreign pressures have no effect — 
they have in the past provided vital backing for local efforts for 
change.” “*..a strategy today which makes a continued presence 
by foreagn firms conditiona! on effective use of their resources to 
erode white rule could weil create greater pressure for change 
than demands for ‘otal withdrawe!.” 


16 Aug Press Review 
MB! 70814 [Editorial Report} 


SUNDAY STAR: President's ‘Tenuous’ Vove Toward Talks 
A page | 4 editorial in Johannesburg The Sunday Star in Engitsh 
on 16 August says a picture is emerging “of a leader who is 
desperate to start constitutional discussions with even partly 
credible urban biack leaders, and who is now battling to escape 
the self-made coulis that impede him.” Releasing long term secu- 
rity prisoner Govan “Mbeki, “along with the promise that 
Mandeia’s release was being similariy evaluated, might be suffi- 
crent to bring an adequate number of biack faces to the national 
counci] table. There, they and the government will dedate the 
sharing of such power as the National Party is prepared to part 
with.” “It is a sign of a new effort to break the politica! stalemate. 
A tenuous enough sign, in all conscsence; the gap between what 
the NP is ready to give and what even biack moderates will accept 


Fear of CP Causes Election Delay 

A second editorial on the same page says President Botha’s 
“motive in prolonging the life of the House of Assembly is 
transparently obvious, however differently he may explain it. The 
National Party was badly scared by the Conservatives in May 
and has no intention of letting them rally still more white 
backlash support in 1989. It is just another example of the 
all-powerful presidential rule ¥ hich has not supplanted the rule 
of Parliament. South Afmcans :an only hope Mr Botha will use 
the tume to achieve reform that .s substantial and widely accept- 
abie.” 


P.W. Botha Hints at Talks With ANC 

Politica! correspondent David Brever notes on the same page that 
during P.W. Botha’s parliamentary speech “he hinted more 
clearly thaT he envisaged eventual negotiations with the African 
National Congress.” But, “the government's long-term strategy, 
according to a number of observers, is to weaken the ANC's 
position in the black community until the organwation has no 
alternative but to negotiate. This is why the government is 
angered at any action which strengthens the ANC and therefore 
delays the day when it believes the ANC will be prepared to lay 
down arms and talk.” Breier further points out that President 
Botha “also smeared” those who went to Dakar to meet with the 
ANC, “from the safety of parliamentary privilege.” “President 
Botha used the mixture of mockery, smear and threat to try to 
prevent South African whites from speaking to the ANC before 
the government does — when and if that ever happens.” 


Qweiane | rges Sanctions for VNR Backers 
Jon Qwelane writes in the “Just Jon” column on page |7 that 
“now, more than ever, is ‘ime for the world to roll out sanctions 
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—- total, comprehensive, mandatory and binding on every mem- 
ber state of the L ated Nations.” “Tt is now tume for the backers 
of the MNR, whoever they are, to De pustusfted — yes, forcrbdily 
toppied from power even, if it comes to that. After ail, ther 
Droteges are emgaged in a dirty war to toppie a government, aren t 
they?” “It is safe to assume that the country backing the MNR 
aod the one sending out the murderous hut squads into Southern 
Afmecan states ss the same. and | have * curtous feeling that 
country does not treat its own citizens decently.” 


Crmexsam of W hete Paper oe Privacizanea 

“It os no comendence that the decline in economuc growth and mse 
im uMempioyment — and corresponding social unrest — have 
commended with such a dramatic increase im the states 
involvement 17 (he econeny,” writes Azar Jammune, the director 
and chef economust of Ecosometrix. Jammune says the “white 
paper does ttle except provide Oroad guidelines on privat ation 
and teil ODusinessmen what they already Know adout the pros and 
coms of privatisation.” What s needed to Oring the economy 
“Dack om a growth path ws 2 comprehensive, articulate, weil- 
comeened and practical ecomomuc strategy incorporating con- 
cvete propusais and tumetabDies for privatisation. deregulation. tax 
reform, promotion of entreprenetrsiup, inward industnaisation 
and monetary rcform The privatisation wihnte paper contributes 
luttie on this direction.” 


SUNDAY TIMES oa State Pension Funds 
A page 20 editoriai in Johannesburg Suaday Times in Engiist 
om 16 August says a2) eminent Afrikaner businessman, Dr 
Andreas Wassenaar, D4s completed an “incisive and exhaustive 
study cf state pension funds,” saying “at the present rate of 
Denefits it will cot the state R30-dillion over the next 20 years to 
meet just some of its obligations.” Sunday Times says “Dr 
W assenaar’s study 1s not a Droadside against the public service, 
an indispensibie arm of the country s socal and economuc life and 
comprising many hardworking and dedicated members. But :t 1s 
a warning adout an intolerable situation winch again Inghlig dts 
the remorseless, consuming momentum of an unrestrained 
bureaucratic machine.” “State employees’ pensions are merely 
ome exampie of the way the government has become poiiticaily 
hostage to its public service. Whereas once it could rely om the 
bureaucracy 's support at the poils, even this is no longer certain.” 


Caunoa Needed oa Forengn Funding Restnctions 

A second editorial on the same page says that if President Botha 
“acts to restrect the inflow of foreign funds, he should take care 
not to hurt precious Dabres that are mixed up with the bath water. 
Not all overseas funding is politically tainted.” “To mention only 
a few, the Urban Foundation, the Institute of Race Relations, 
the Legai Resources Trust, countless upliftment projects and 
scholarship schemes would be gntvousiy harmed dy a bianket, 
cut-off-your-nose ban on outside ‘unding. If act he must, Mr 
Botha should move more circumspe tly.” 


NU Strike Not Part of ‘Revolutionary Onsiaught’ 
Harald Pakendorf writes in the “Another Voice” column on the 
same page that “we have just seen, this week, the abolition of the 
last vestige of apartheid on th: mines. and the beginning of a 
massive strike — by Diack workers, operating within the system. 
it is a matter for rejorcing, not for regret.” “That there are strikes 
should not be surprising. That they are conducted in a legal. 


DW 
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orderiy manner, is an indication of normality, not of chaonc, 
revoiuconary “ervour inter’ on destroying the system. Far from 
looking wit? distaste on the Nauionai _ mon of Mineworkers, one 
needs to compiament «.” “Whatever cise may be said, the mune 
striae iS Not part of the revoiutnonary omsiaught. [t 1s purt of the 
orderiy, normal process of change.” 


Polimcal Power, Nec Apartheid, issue 

PFP finance spokesman, Harry Schwarz, says on page 2! that 
oven if the group areas, population register, and separate amem- 
ties actS are removed, “the demand to remove apartie:d will 
continue. The reason for thus is that the issue today is political 
power ~A change in the puiitical power structure is maracted 
as a solution to everyting, ” wine economuc considerations “-ake 
a back seat and are merely cegarded as a Oreeding ground for 
more puutical demands.” Meanwinie, “the AWB speaks with 4 
loud vorce, its leader draws large wudiences, and other nghtwing 
fringe orgamisabons are musfroomung Wich increasing pressure, 
the swing to (he mgt cannot de regarded cacept as a real threat 
to reform.” 


Toe Earty for Negonaness 
Brian Pottinger «rites om the same page that “like the siow 
passage of am ce-Oreaker, Mr Botha Satters tus way through the 
politica! floes rarely, it would appear, considering if ties car be 
skirted or even partly melted.” Pottinger believes that 
“historically, then. we have reached a pont where ever the 
prospect of recogmising the ANC is anathema to the mayorty of 
whotes. Although thus need not have been.” Pottinger says there 
is much truth to the pout that “South Afnca’s dilemma is not 
that it is too late for negotiations, but perhaps tow carly.” 
“Nerther Pretoma sor a diaspome ANC have inflicted sufficient 
damage on each other although, .n truth, the military component 
of the ANC comrades struggie bas been severely dented Dy the 
scaie and ferocity of the state counter-assault.” Pottinger further 
says that “the view that mere recogmition of the role of the ANC 
and the extra-pariiamentary radical left under present conditions 


to be seen engaging the ANC or the extra-parliamentary left, it 
could at least teaper its rhetoric and cdsession for control so 4s 
+g allow others t try and establish the Oridgeheads.” 


BURGER Weicoms Greater Powers for Seif-Covernung 
Cape Town Die Burger in Aimkaans on |} August says im a page 
12 editorta’ that “the fact that self-governing black states are 
about to receive more powers is a conclusive answer to those 
critics who regard the existence of these states as proof of 
enforced and obyectionabdie aparthe:d.” “States winch have an 
own dispensation or sovereignty, have asked it of the govern- 
ment.” “A greater degree of self-management fits in with the 

's strategy of devolution of power [mn a multicuiturai 
society such as the one in South Aftica it is a healthy start, 
because the more authority peopie on lower leveis have concern- 
ong matters close to thes heart. the less is the possibulity tha: they 
will try to seize all power. This step further opens the path to 
greater regional cooperation. which can have positive political 
and economic results. ~ 
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BEELD Welcomes Action Against Extraparliamentary Groups 
A page 8 editorial in Johannesburg Beeld in Afrikaans on 14 
August says “it would be irresponsible of the government not to 
consider acting against groups or individuals who intentionally 
or unintenionally promote and .acilitate the task of South Afri- 
ca’s enemies through ill-considered schemes. The control of 
passports will be important action, but just as important is the 
possible legislation to restrict the inflow of foreign funding to 
undermine the state.” Beeld also welcomes the “parliamentary 
investigation into the the activities of extraparliamentary 


groups.” 


17 Aug Press Review 
MB180942 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Welcomes Election Delay 

“The government, as political observers expected, is not going to 
call an election in 1989, when it was due, but will change the 
Constitution to enable it to call an election in five years, that is, 
1992,” says Johannesburg The Citizen in English on 15 August 
in its page 6 editorial. “We believe it would have been wrong to 
hold an election in 1989, so soon after this year’s one, not only 
because of the expense involved,but also because we do not need 
another bout of political mudslinging. If the government is to 
create a new dispensation, it does need time in which to get its 
negotiations with the blacks going.” 


CITIZEN on Miners’ Strike 
The page 6 editorial in Johannesburg The Citizen in English on 
17 August says the miners’ strike is “a showdown between the 
NUM and the mines, with the NUM flexing its muscles to 
determine how far it can go in getting its way. We had hoped that 
the dispute, in view of the key role played in the economy by the 
mines, would not be protracted and that it certainly would not be 
violent. But our hopes are proving wrong.” The agreement 
between the NUM and Anglo American to discuss a strategy to 
prevent violence on Anglo American mines is “the first sign of 
good sense in a potentially dangerous dispute.” 


STAR Urges Health Facilities for All Races 
“Nowhere has the National Party’s doctrine of ‘separate but 
equal’ amenities for different race groups been shown up more 
for the myth that it is than in the area of health facilities,” says 
a page 10 editorial in Johannesburg The Star in English on 17 
August. “It is the old story of beds that stand empty in white 
hospitals whjile chronic overcrowding dogs black hospitals.” The 
Star says a second hospital for Soweto can only be a short-term 
solution. “Realism and necessity demand that facilities be open 
to everyone, regardless of race. Eventually the authorities will 
have to realise that this is the only way to make resources 
available to those who need them most.” 


BUSINESS DAY: Failure of Revolutionary Utopianism 
“The principal victim of President Botha’s postponement of the 
1989 elections is the Conservative Party, which might otherwise 
have established political domination of the Free State as well as 
the Transvaal,” writes Ken Owen on page 6 in Johannesburg 
Business Day in English on 17 August. Owen says that since 1976 
“the Nationalist government has endured everything that an 
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angry bl.ck proletariat, led by a Marxist revolutionary party and 
supported by an outraged international community, could throw 
at it.” The government has survived this “without unsheathing 
its heaviest weapons.”’ “There has been no martial law; critical 
newspapers survive, however deficiently; pass laws have been 
eased, not tightened, and people travel without permits; food and 
fuel are not rationed to supporters,” and “intellectual dissidents 
are bullied, not shot.” Owen believes “revolutionary utopianism 
has brought only deprivation and oppression, and a condition so 
hopeless that a great migration of skill and talent has begun as 
people flee a bleak South African future.” “As soon as the 
destructive theory of revolution — the quick fix — is decisively 
rejected, vast resources are unlocked.” “The PFP can take the 
lead” in the “slow advance, stepmby-step, which has character- 
ised the birth of most democracies. But it does require a clear, 
final break with the crude revolutionary utopianism which brings 
such dreadful consequences as we have seen in the past three 
years.” 


CAPE TIMES Condemns Election Delay 

“President Botha’s cancellation of the next (1989) election for the 
House of Assembly hardly inspires confidence in his attachment 
to Western democratic values,” notes a page 4 editorial in Cape 
Town Cape Times in English on 14 August. “Having introduced 
a constitutional system on racial lines in which the white House 
of Assembly is the dominant chamber, President Botha now 
seems to fear losing control of this chamber — and of the country 
— to Dr Treurnicht and his friends.” 


CAPE TIMES Condemns Spies on Campus 

“Given the government’s belief that the universities are centres 
of subversion and revolutionary activism, it is hardly surprising 
that the security police should recruit young people to spy on their 
fellows, distasteful as such practices are,” observes a page 4 
editorial in Cape Times. Unless the minister of law and order can 
satisfy the vice chancellor of the University of Cape Town on the 
placement of spies on campus “parents of young people at 
university will be justified in demanding the resignation of the 
minister and of the head of the security police. There is scarcely 
a more despicable role than that of the agent provocateur. If there 
is any evidence to suggest such activities, the whole matter will 
need to be thoroughly thrashed out in public and steps taken to 
institute the proper controls at command level in the security 
police.” 


SOWETAN Criticizes Police Spies on Campus 

The page 6 editorial in Johannesburg Sowetan in English on 17 
August says that whenever police spies on campus are exposed 
the government “stands unblushingly by them, as if this was a 
democratic process which we should recognise as legitimate.” “It 
is going to be exceedingly difficult to censure students when the 
government itself is seemingly fuelling activism by having such 
amateurish provocateurs on campus.” 


RAPPORT: Reform Progressing ‘Stealthily’ 
A. page 24 editorial in Johannesburg Rapport in Afrikaans on 16 
August says the “reform process can be a painfully slow one since 
one does not simply win the battle by offering a bag of benefits.” 
“A new era does not commence by waving a magic wand. It 
comes stealthily, if matters proceed according to plan.”” However, 
“‘a new spirit has unobtrusively come to the fore...a spirit which 
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has turned its back on radicalism.” “Considering everything, 
things are certainly better these days than they were 2 years ago.” 


PFP Policy Acceptable to Most South Africans 

David Welsh, professor of southern African studies at the Uni- 
versity of Cape Town, says on the same page the fact that the 
PFP did so badly in the May elections “is not necessarily a 
reflection on the party’s approach, it is rather a matter of the 
messenger being killed while the message lives on.” “As a power 
factor the PFP chances have indeed faded. As a party which 
standards certain clear principles and values, the PFP can still 
play an important role.” “Listen attentively to what the PFP has 
tosay: Asaparty itis relatively small, but it remains important 
as the embodiment of an idea and of the highest practical ideals.” 
Welsh believes that the “PFP policy remains the most acceptable 
to most people of all races who want a democratic South Africa.” 


Greater Disapproval of Radicalism 

The head of Africa studies at the university of stellenbosh, 
professor willie breytenbach, writes on page 25 that the Rubicon 
speech made by president botha 2 years ago ‘should be a lesson 
to the government not to yield to the temptation to create 
unrealistic expectations. The price is a heavy one to pay. Another 
lesson for those who observed the emergency situation is that 
conflict in South Africa is no option, it is a reality. It must be 
carefully regulated. One way of doing so is to stop blaming others 
for the violence.” “A lesson for the public is not to regard 
negotiations as a sort of magic formula. The hardened polariza- 
tion in South Africa is a reality which must be taken into 
account.” “Certainly one of the most important events of the past 
two years is that an unseen revolution has taken place.” “A new 
spirit has been born: the increasingly greater disapproval of 
radicalism. Perhaps that is the most important” event since 
Rubicon. 


No ‘New Era’ After Rubicon 

Inkatha Secretary General Oscar Dhlomo says on the same page 
that for blacks, crossing the Rubicon, as was suggested by 
President Botha in a speech two years ago, would mean among 
other things: “The unconditional release of political prisoners”; 
“lifting the state of emergency”; “accepting the KwaZulu/ Natal 
Indaba proposals”; and “abolishing the group areas and pop- 
ulation registration acts.” Dhlomo says that before the Rubicon 
speech senior government spokesmen told black leaders that 
“they could expect the ‘coming of a new era.’ Nothing came of 
a. ; 


BEELD Commends Approach to Release of Prisoners 

A page 6 editorial in Johannesburg Beeld in Afrikaans on 17 
August says that “President P.W. Botha’s announcement last 
week concerning the release of security prisoners is proof of a new 
approach to one of the oldest and most sensitive problems in 
South Africa.” “It is significant that President Botha said in his 
announcement that one consideration will be ‘what is in the best 
interests of South Africa, its institutions and its people.” If Govan 
Mbeki, “one of mandela’s generals” is released it will “not only 
be a humane action, but it will also abolish the powerful propa- 
ganda weapons.” “We believe the government will conduct this 
initiative with the greatest caution.” 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


NAMIBIAN: Ethnic Elections Disguise 

“The people of this country should alert themselves to the fact 
that it is quite conceivable that ethnic elections, thinly-disguised 
as ‘regional’ elections, may be held in Namibia in the coming 
months,” warns the page 9 editorial in Windhoek The Namibian 
in English on 14 August. “As far as we are concerned, such 
‘regional’ elections will merely try and remove the racist flavour 
of the term ‘ethnic elections’, but in essence, they will remain 
ethnic, racist and discriminatory in character.” The Namibian 
does not “see the purpose of holding ‘ethnic’ or any other elections 
in Namibia if Resolution 435 is to be implemented. Unilateral 
elections of whatever nature will cost the taxpayer dearly; will 
cause further division and rifts among the people of this country; 
and will serve no purpose whatsoever.” 


Criticism of Interim Cabinet Election Stance 

Gwen Lister writes in the “Political Perspective” column on page 
8 that “it must be stated that the interim government cabinet’s 
commitment to ‘protect minority rights’ can be seen as approval 
of the status quo (AG [attorney general] 8) in any case; or how 
else do they plan to uphold the rights of minorities?” “Once again 
it is apparent that the interim government is reluctant to face 
elections: their call for national elections is a ruse; they are well 
aware that unless such elections are held in terms of Resolution 
435, that few parties would participate, and thus guarantee them 
victory.” The interim zovernment cabinet would “have more 
credibility if they threatened to resign if ethnic elections are 
held.” 


SUIDWESTER Supports Second-Tier Elections 

The page 4 editorial in Windhoek Die Suidwester in Afrikaans 
on 14 August says: “The positive approach of the National 
Party of South West Africa with regard to the future of the 
country, clearly demonstrates the responsible stance of its repre- 
sentatives concerning the South African request for elections.” 
“The argument that second-tier elections should be questioned 
since the whole system may ‘possibly be rejected in an election’ 
is a strange and uncalled for judgment of the interim government 
itself. Using the same argument then in the eyes of the demo- 
cratic Turnhalles alliance the interim government can only be a 
futile exercise which has to be terminated since it is bound to be 
rejected in the future by a 435 election. Such arguments are so 
senseless and naive and cause confusion and tension rather than 
clarity.” 


Ilanga Criticizes UDF Anti-Government Stance 

The unsigned English “Comment and Opinion” column on page 
6 of Durban Ilanga in Zulu for 3-5 August notes the following: 
“While we would wholeheartedly agree with the UDF that the 
tricameral parliament should not be given any credibility by 
participating in it, we are nevertheless of the opinion that a 
general discussion by that organisation of the merits and 
demerits of adopting a blanket boycott stance on anything that 
has to do with government is long overdue.” If the government 
were to release political prisoners, unban banned organisations, 
and end the state of emergency “would the UDF boycott sych a 
negotiating forum simply because it was government-created? 
As present policy stands it appears that the UDF would have to 
boycott such a forum.” 
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BENIN 


Parliament Adopts 1987 Operational Budget 
AB151043 Dakar PANA in French 1600 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Cotonou, 14 Aug (ABP-BEN/PANA) — The National 
Revolutionary Assembly, Benin’s parliament, today adopted the 
1987 operational budget with an estimated 6 billion CFA franc 
deficit. It is said that this deficit, resulting from the difference 
between estimated revenues of approximately 50 billion CFA 
francs and estimated expenditures of 56 billion CFA francs, 
could, nevertheless, be partially absorbed if the special revenue 
collection measures initiated by the Beninese Ministry of Finance 
prove effective. 


This is the first time since 1972 that the national operational 
budget has been adopted with an estimated deficit, say sources 
close to the National Assembly. This situation, they say, is due 
to the need to observe more rigor and realism in preparing 
budgets in order to soften the effects of the crisis and revive the 
national economy. The same sources say that the timeliness of 
this amended financial law is the outcome of talks preceding the 
People’s Republic of Benin’s planned negotiations with the IMF. 


BURKINA FASO 


Sankara Receives Malian Emissary, Traore Message 
AB172200 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Text] The relations of friendship and brotherhood between the 
people of Burkina Faso and Mali were once again strengthened 
this afternoon when Comrade Thomas Sankara received General 
Philippe Sy Cissoko, permanent undersecretary to the Malian 
head of state. During the meeting the Malian emissary delivered 
a message from President Moussa Traore. According to the 
Malian official, this message pertained to the current situation 
in Africa, notably the Chad-Libya conflict. In this respect, the 
Malian and Burkinabe heads of state are working relentlessly to 
restore peace between the two sister countries. 


GHANA 


Joint Commision Session With Benin Ends 
AB141853 Accra Domestic Service in English 1800 GMT 
14 Aug 87 


[Text] Ghana and Benin have agreed on further exchange pro- 
grams in energy development, tourism, and educational matters. 
Experts of the two countries are also to hold further talks to 
promote more concrete and direct links in identified areas includ- 
ing transport and communications, as well as trade and industry. 
These are contained in a communique issued in Accra today at 
the end of the seventh session of their permanent joint commis- 
sion for cooperation. 


On air services, the two agreed that their civil aviation authorities 
and airline representatives should meet in Cotonou next Decem- 
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ber to study proposals at improving bilateral air links. ihe 
delegates expressed concern over the lack of direct links in 
telecommunications, and stressed the need for the early comple- 
tion of the Benin port in of Panaftel [Pan-African Telecommuni- 
cations Network] to establish direct connection between the two 
countries as early as possible. Ghana’s portion of the Panaftel 
project was completed in 1985. 


The secretary for foreign affairs, Dr Obed Asamoah, an‘ his 
Benin counterpart, Dr Guy Hazoume, who led their respective 
delegations to the session, expressed satisfaction over the results 
of the meeting. 


IVORY COAST 
Minister of Transport Aoussou Reportedly Kidnapped 


Reason for Abduction Unknown 
AB171724 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There has been a dramatic incident in Ivory Coast. A 
government minister, Koffi Aoussou, has been kidnapped from 
his home in Abidjan in mysterious circumstances. Apparently 
white people were involved in the abduction and a big man-hunt 
is now under way. From Abidjan, Lyse Doucet reports: 


[Begin recording] The manhunt for the abductors of Ivory Coast 
Minister of Public Works and Transport, Mr Koffi Aoussou, was 
described by one senior security official as the country’s largest 
ever security operation. Elements from all Ivory Coast security 
forces including elite brigades have been called out. All accesses 
to the economic capital, Abidjan, including roads leading to the 
international airport, are being patrolled and all cars including 
those of diplomatic license plates, are being thoroughly searched. 
All the policemen have been put on the alert. A senior security 
source said that Mr Aoussou has not been seen since he was 
mysteriously abducted from his home by two armed men early 
yesterday evening. The source said that the two kidnappers, who 
sprayed mace to neutralize the three night watchmen were not 
strangers and were identified by one of the watchmen as two 
Frenchmen who had visited Mr Aoussou on previous occasions. 
Policemen are now searching for associates who could have 
information concerning their whereabouts. Senior security 
sources expressed deep concern over this incident, the first of its 
kind in this country, which is one of the most stable in this region. 
Security sources say they still have no clues on why Mr Aoussou 
was kidnapped. Before entering the government during a July 
1986 reshuffle, Mr Aoussou, a former ambassador, had been 
president and director general of the multinational airline, Air 
Afrique, whose headquarters are based in Abidjan. [end record- 


ing] 
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Interior Minister, President To Confer 
AB172016 Paris AFP in French 1836 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] Abidjan, 17 Aug (AFP) — A large number of police- 
men have been mobilized in Abidjan and along the country’s 
borders to search for Ivorian Minister of Transport and Public 
Works Koffi Aoussou, who was kidnapped yesterday evening at 
his home in Abidjan by several armed men. It was, however, 
impossible today to obtain any information from official sources 
about the kidnapping of Koffi Aoussou. Nevertheless it was 
learned from the Ministry of the Interior that Minister Leon 
Konan Koffi left for Yamoussoukro, the country’s political capi- 
tal, early this afternoon, to meet the head of state, Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny. The same source said he was expected back 
in Abidjan tomorrow. 


Mr Aoussou’s kidnappers, according to the first accounts 
obtained, were two white men and a black man. It was also 
alleged that Mr Aoussou knew them. According to these first 
accounts, it was while seeing off the men at the entrance to his 
residence in the Cocody residential area that he was forced to 
enter their car. [passage omitted] 


LIBERIA 


Opposition Complains of Harrassment by NDPL 
AB141619 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Yet again, Liberian opposition parties are complaining 
about their treatment by President Samuel Doe’s ruling National 
Democratic Party of Liberia, NDPL. Ever since the controversial 
elections that the opposition claimed were rigged, there have been 
complaints of harrassment and intimidation of opposition party 
members. The latest comes from the Liberian Action Party, 
LAP, and followed the disruption of a number of public meetings. 
From Monrovia, Isaac Bantu cabled this report. 


[Begin studio announcer-read recording] Speaking today at a 
press conference on the party’s third anniversary, the national 
chairman of LAP, Counselor Emmanuel Kromah, said that the 
ruling NDPL’s voiolent posture had made the democratic process 
highly dangerous. But he said that the LAP would continue to 
be a responsible and honest opposition operating within the laws 
of the land. The press conference was briefly disrupted by an 
official of Monrovia City Hall who was demanding a down 
payment of $100 for the use of the hall. 


During the question and answer period, the party chairman 
disclosed that LAP members, as well as members of other 
opposition parties, had faced serious harrassment and intimida- 
tion throughout the country because of their politica! affiliation. 
Some, he said, are even afraid they will be dismissed from their 
jobs if they are found attending party meetings in public. But the 
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party says that it will continue to hold public meetings even if it 
has to go to the courts in order to do so. Counselor Kromah also 
declared that the banning of the Liberia Unification Party was 
illegal and should be challenged on the grounds that the Supreme 
Court of Liberia cannot act in a manner repugnant to the 
Constitution. [end recording} 


NIGERIA 


NATIONAL CONCORD Comments on Chad-Libya War 
AB171350 Lagos Domestic Service in English 1200 GMT 
17 Aug 87 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The National Concord comments on the current war 
between Chad and Libya over the Aozou Strip and calls on 
Nigeria to act now and settle the issue. The p:.per says given the 
proximity of Chad to Nigeria, if the protracted crisis is allowed 
to continue, it will pose a serious threat to the nation’s internal 
security. The Concord identifies the (?ceaseless influx) of Chad- 
ian refuges and the criminal activities indulged in by some of 
them as some of the effects of the war on Nigeria. It wants the 
federal government to adopt a clear and pragmatic position on 
the issue. 


Trade Agreement Signed With Czechoslovakia 
AB141320 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] A protocol and trade agreement was singed in Lagos 
yesterday between Nigeria and Czechoslovakia at the end of the 
third session of their joint commission. Under the accord, Nigeria 
will enjoy two separate credit facilities, totalling $120 million to 
be provided by Czechoslovakia. Part of the money will be used 
to finance public sector projects, as well as small and medium 
industrial ventures. Other areas covered by the agreement 
include education, science and technology, agriculture, health, 
mires and power, and steel. 


The Minister of National Planning, Dr Kalu Idika Kalu, who 
initialed the agreement for Nigeria, noted that over the years 
Czechoslovakia has shown keen interest in the economic devel- 
opment of the country. Dr Kalu disclosed that discussions were 
going on with the view to establishing a tire manufacturing plant 
in Bendel State. He expressed the hope that joint venture projects 
between Nigeria and Czechoslovakia would contribute 
immensely to the development of the country’s industrial base. 


Responding, the Czechoslovak Minister of Foreign Trade, 
Bohumil Urban, said the meeting undertook a review of existing 
projects between the two countries. He said Czechoslovakia will 
do everything possible to ensure that the agreements were fully 
implemented. 
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